
Coming Up
11/3-4 EPCC K-12 Artwork Due, EPCC ASC Building A
11/5 HS All Region Choir Clinic/Concert at UTEP
11/5 MS All Region Orchestra Auditions at Bel Air MS
11/5 MS All Region Band Auditions at Hanks MS
11/5 YISD Sun City Throwdown at Eastwood HS
11/7 MS All Region Band Reading Session Hanks HS
11/7-11/8 UIL State Marching Contest San Antonio, TX
11/8-30  EPCC K-12 Art Exhibition, EPCC ASC Building A
11/9 SISD Holiday Contest Call to Artists
11/10-11/13 TAEA Conference McAllen,TX
11/11 HAPPY VETERANS DAY!!!!
11/11-12 MS All Region Band Clinic and Concert Montwood HS
11/14-11/16 HS All Region Jazz Rehearsals at Del Valle HS
11/16-17 Texas Music Administrators Conference in McAllen, Texas
11/17 HS All Region Jazz Concert at UTEP
11/18 HS All Region Mariachi Clinic Concert at Eastlake HS
11/19 HS All Region Mariachi Clinic Concert at Eastlake HS
11/19 HS All Region Pre Area Auditions at Burges HS
11/20 High School All Region Choir Pre-Area Auditions, Loretto Academy
11/21-11/25 Thanksgiving Break
11/24 Thanksgiving Parade – PHHS Band, EDHS Band,& AHS Band
11/29 EPCC Art Contest Reception
11/30 EPCC K-12 Art Exhibition Reception and Awards, EPCC ASC Building

Socorro ISD visual artists excel again at Chalk the 
Block this year! Claudia Castaneda, art teacher from 

Eastlake High School, won the Best of Showcase 
award and Ever Acosta, art teacher from Options and 

Keys Academy, won the Best of Emerging Artists 
award! The high school division was proudly 

represented by Americas High School (Alexandra 
Llanes, Kierra Bullock, and Arlette Almarez) and 
Eastlake High School (Jaylin De La Paz), as well. 

Congratulations to all of our student and adult artists!
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On Saturday, October 15, 2022 band and 
colorguard students from all across the 
city descended upon the Socorro ISD 
Student Activities Complex for MarchFest. 
The entire day was devoted to witnessing 
the amazing performances of 19 eager 
high school marching bands. 

As the day progressed, the band sizes increased. This event, 
which has taken place for 29 years in SISD, serves as an 
opportunity for students to prepare for upcoming area 
competitions, show off their talent to the community, and 
practice the muscle memory their shows require. 

With themes ranging from aliens and Día de los Muertos to 
Beethoven’s classical works and Michael Jackson’s pop, the 
event proved to be entertaining and diverse. 

The bands that advanced were tasked with doing their 
performances once more for finals. The crowd swelled even 
more as finals began in the evening. We are proud to 
announce the SISD marching bands that took one of 
the top 8 slots. 

Pebble Hills High School- 2nd place
Eastlake High School- 4th place
Socorro High School- 8th place 



All six SISD HS bands received a Division 1. 
By receiving a first division, they each qualified for the 
Area round of the State Marching Band Contest 
process. We were proud to have them travel to 
Odessa, TX and compete against bands from the 
Panhandle, the Permian Basin, and as far East as 
Abiline for a chance to qualify for the TX State 
Marching Contest. The contest took place Saturday 
October 29th at Ratliff Stadium.



Chalk the Block returned to the Downtown Arts 
District from October 7-9th! This year was 
special, being that they celebrated the 
15th anniversary of this city-wide 
event. SISD was proud to take home 
3 of the 4 top prizes in each division. 
Claudia Castaneda, art teacher from 
Eastlake High School, won the Best of Showcase 
award, while Ever Acosta, art teacher from Keys 
Academy & Options, won the Best of Emerging 
Artists award in his respective division. Tania 
Casas, El Dorado High School graduate, was 
announced as the Best of Show winner. In 
addition to this, Socorro ISD was represented 
well by having students from Americas High 
School (Alexandra Llanes, Kierra Bullock, and 
Arlette Almarez) and Eastlake High School 
(Jaylin De La Paz) chosen to participate as chalk 
artists in the high school division. 

“Chalk the Block (CTB) was founded in 2008 as 
a one-day sidewalk chalk art competition with 
twelve participating artists that took place at 
Arts Festival Plaza. Since that time, the event 
has grown to be the largest public arts festival 
in the region! With overwhelming support from 
private and public partners, local and touring 
artist, and audiences from both sides of the 
border, the event has expanded into a 
three-day celebration of art, color, and 
community.”- CTB

After 6 years of competing, Claudia Castanda 
is proud to say that her piece In Memory of Our 
Beloved Cat, Zucchini was chosen to receive 
the $1500 cash prize, on top of her $500 working 
stipend. Claudia, with the help of her husband 
(Gabe Saucedo) and children, participate in 
CTB annually, making this a family event for 
them. The bold use of color on her piece 
creates a graphic design feel and immediately 
catches the eye. 

Ever Acosta, however, applied for CTB for the first time this year, submitting 
the stylized design of his friend, a dj with a turntable. He admits that, while 
working on his design, he was slightly intimidated after seeing all of the 
veteran artists at work, well ahead of him. Resigned to the fact that he 
probably wouldn’t win, he took his time, focused, and did what he 
needed to complete his work. This clearly paid off because he and his 
daughter, Caitlynn, were announced as the winners of a $1000 prize on 
top of the $200 stipend. “This is probably one of the best experiences I’ve 
ever had. We worked so intensely that day that we never took a break- 
not even to eat, ” states Ascosta. When asked if he would do this event 
again next year he says, “Absolutely! Next time I will try to go up a division 
to compete in the Showcase category!”



WELCOME TO THE TEAMWELCOME TO THE TEAM
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Paso Del Norte 
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“Chalk the Block (CTB) was founded in 2008 as 
a one-day sidewalk chalk art competition with 
twelve participating artists that took place at 
Arts Festival Plaza. Since that time, the event 
has grown to be the largest public arts festival 
in the region! With overwhelming support from 
private and public partners, local and touring 
artist, and audiences from both sides of the 
border, the event has expanded into a 
three-day celebration of art, color, and 
community.”- CTB

After 6 years of competing, Claudia Castanda 
is proud to say that her piece In Memory of Our 
Beloved Cat, Zucchini was chosen to receive 
the $1500 cash prize, on top of her $500 working 
stipend. Claudia, with the help of her husband 
(Gabe Saucedo) and children, participate in 
CTB annually, making this a family event for 
them. The bold use of color on her piece 
creates a graphic design feel and immediately 
catches the eye. 

Ever Acosta, however, applied for CTB for the first time this year, submitting 
the stylized design of his friend, a dj with a turntable. He admits that, while 
working on his design, he was slightly intimidated after seeing all of the 
veteran artists at work, well ahead of him. Resigned to the fact that he 
probably wouldn’t win, he took his time, focused, and did what he 
needed to complete his work. This clearly paid off because he and his 
daughter, Caitlynn, were announced as the winners of a $1000 prize on 
top of the $200 stipend. “This is probably one of the best experiences I’ve 
ever had. We worked so intensely that day that we never took a break- 
not even to eat, ” states Ascosta. When asked if he would do this event 
again next year he says, “Absolutely! Next time I will try to go up a division 
to compete in the Showcase category!”



Hector Rodriguez, former Montwood High School mariachi teacher with Socorro 
ISD, had a vision for the young musicians in our region. Seeing that the talent 
was abundant in our city, yet the closest conference for mariachi students to 
attend was over 300 miles away, he decided to take it upon himself to create
a more accessible opportunity for our community. 

Rodriguez, who had his first taste of mariachi when he took a class at 
Del Valle High School,  knew that he had to bring in clinics to the students 
if they could not go to the clinics. He created the nonprofit, Mariachi Craze, 
to support this endeavor. After much planning, the Border Folk Festival was 
the result. This would offer a 3-day event for mariachi students, teachers, 
and musicians to take part in master classes, clinics, performances, to 
network and, more importantly, celebrate a form of music that represents 
Mexican culture with pride. 

Since its inception, Border Folk Festival has provided specific workshops for the 
violin, trumpet, guitar, guitarron, vihuela and vocal work. Critiques are given, 
with the opportunity to improve and then perform for an audience at the 
conclusion of the conference. Every year, local educators assist with these 
clinics, as well as some out-of-town, well-known performers being brought in. 
Previous clinicians include Trio Los Panchos from New York, Trio Ellas from 
California, Mariachi Cobre from Florida, Mariachi Sol de Mexico de Jose 
Hernandez, founder of Mariachi Los Camperos, Chuy Guzman, and 
Bluegrass group, Che Apalache. All aforementioned individuals have lifted 
mariachi music up to the highest standards. 

Hosting its 7th annual event this year, the Border Folk Festival has accomplished 
its goal of having El Paso be the example and destination for eager mariachi 
musicians to come together, learn, and showcase their talents. To learn more 
about this El Paso tradition, that is open to all ages, visit www.epborderfest.com. 

http://www.epborderfest.com


When music is generational, it can produce a master musician. When 
hard work and compassion meet, it can produce a philanthropist. Jose 
Hernandez embodies all of these characteristics. At the young and 
optimistic age of 26, Hernandez purchased his first restaurant. After the 
success of this business, he knew he wanted to give back to the music 
community through education. 

With a mission to showcase mariachi music as the proud cultural form of 
expression that he knew it to be, Hernandez founded the world-famous 
ensemble, Mariachi Sol de Mexico in the early 80’s. Upon realizing that 
50% of the mariachi groups that existed were female musicians, it made 
sense to create America’s first all-female mariachi group, Reyna de Los 
Angeles. Both groups now travel all over the world, playing music and 
setting an example for young, aspiring musicians. While Mariachi Sol de 
Mexico was just nominated for its seventh Latin Grammy, 

Reyna de Los Angeles was inducted into the Smithsonian 
Institute for being a group that has helped to shape 
Latino culture in the United States. 

In 1999, Hernandez continued with his efforts to spread 
the pride of his culture through music and began the 
Mariachi Heritage Society. The purpose of this foundation 
was to raise money for inner city kids that couldn’t afford 
music education and provide it to them for free. Being 
that Sol has existed for over 40 years, several of the 
current members were students that benefited from the 
foundation’s lessons all those decades back. 

This ambassador of mariachi music will continue to inspire 
and empower young people all over the world. 
In October of 2022, over 300 mariachi students, 
educators, and local musicians of El Paso were honored 
to receive master classes, clinics, and feedback from 
Mariachi Sol de Mexico at the Border Folk Festival. This 
year’s festival concluded with student performances at 
Pebble Hills High School. Socorro High School mariachi, 
Los Gavilanes, had the honor of being the opening act 
for Mariachi Sol de Mexico de Jose Hernandez. After an 
amazing concert from our talented students, Sol took the 
stage and wowed the audience for over an hour and a 
half. For our budding musicians to have witnessed such a 
band in person, it lets our students know that they, too, 
can aim for mastery in an artform that brings pride to an 
entire culture.



Claudia Rascon

Rascon knew she was drawn to music from a young age. Mariachi was the gateway that 
ignited her current passions. She attended the prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts, boasting alumni such as Quincy Jones, Steven Tyler, DJ Khaled, Charlie Puth, 
John Mayer, Meghan Trainor, and St. Vincent.

After graduation, she returned to the city where it all started for her- El Paso, Texas. Rascon 
was immediately hired at El Dorado High School to teach Mariachi in 2018. While being an 
educator by day, she continued to work on her own projects by night. This persistence ended 
up getting her an invitation to tour as a member of the New York based, Latin Grammy 
nominated, all-female mariachi band, Flor de Toloache. This band performed with the likes of 
John Legend and, during Rascon’s tour, world-renowned artist and Chilean musician, Mon 
Laferte. During this tour, Rascon sang and played the vihuela for 6 weeks, all over the country. 
After touring, she acknowledged that she missed her students more than ever. Smile on her 
face, Rascon says confidently, “Even though I love to tour, coming back to the 
classroom made me realize that the role I serve in the lives of my students as 
their teacher was so much more important than my role in the band. It was 
gratifying for me to understand this.”

Our fine arts teachers come with not only the 
foundations required of their specific disciplines, but
the real-world experiences that set examples for 
what our students can become. This is the case with 
Claudia Rascon, SISD mariachi teacher.

Though Rascon won’t brag about it, she recently 
traveled the nation performing with
world-famous musicians and recorded 
her own EP in Colombia during her 2020 
summer vacation. Still, she somehow finds the time to be a 
wonderful mother and teaches a discipline that requires 
multiple after school and weekend performances!

If that weren’t enough of an example for her students, Rascon went on 
to write and perform on her EP, Si Me Puedes Escuchar, full of 5 
hauntingly beautiful songs about love, heartbreak and healing. 
This EP was recorded in a Colombian studio by producer Diego 
Herrera in 2020. Her angelic whisper of a voice invites you through the 
journey of her songs, each of the 5 painting the larger picture of loss, 
love and life. Everything about this EP screams success. When 
someone who doesn’t even speak Spanish can’t get the choruses out 
of their head, you know it is a hit. And to think, this all started with 
a high school student that fell in love with music as a result 
of her mariachi class.
 
Racon’s EP can be found on Spotify, iTunes and YouTube for 
download. Her band members for this project were Diego Herrera and 
Dieguito Valdez on bass, Carlos Taboada on keyboard, Laura 
Mendoza on cello, Daniel Gómez on guitarras, Carlos Julio González 
on percussion and Dueto Alma de America on requinto. The music 
video for Agua Para el Alma can be seen HERE.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0ytAMoQDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0ytAMoQDY


The first thing you feel when walking into 
the Slider Middle School black box theater 
is comfort. Any assumptions one would 
have about classrooms being stuffy and 
cold are lost in this space. Upon entry, you 
are instantly greeted by a clean black 
room with accents of turquoise and pink. 
Artwork and the random Audrey Hepburn 
imagery gives the feel of an upscale 
boutique more than the typical classroom.

From ugly doll sewing projects and fashion shows with recycled materials 
to advanced set design and acting lessons, Kern ensures that students 
are meeting her high academic standards, but having a good time 
while doing so. Her students took first place during her first year 
competing in One Act Play. She pushes her students to master 
collegiate level plays and has taken students to New York and Florida, 
with the aim for them to experience at least two productions every 
school year. 

The elaborate decorations that cover her classroom, according to the 
season and lesson being taught, sets an environment conducive to 
creation and self-expression. Her large class sizes are because she 
doesn’t want to turn away students that are scrambling to get into her 
advanced courses. By shining the spotlight on our teachers, we are, by 
default, showcasing the amazing things that their students have 
accomplished. Without these fine arts experiences at such a young age, 
these kids may have never discovered their hidden talents, where they 
belong or their voice.

“You can ask any of my students what my favorite color is and they will, without a doubt, 
tell you that it is pink,” says Mrs. Sonja Kern, theater teacher at Slider Middle School. Kern 
has been the proud theater teacher at Slider MS since 1999. Before teaching in fine arts 
for SISD, she taught English in Clint ISD. Lucky for us, she chose to use the additional 
theater hours she’d earned in college to try her hand at theater.

After speaking with several of her students, it is clear the level of respect they have for her is only 
equal to the amount of fun they have in her class. “Mrs. Kern is like a second mom to me. I love 
her because she warms my heart,” says Kayla Mata, one of Kern’s current students. She goes on 
to eagerly explain how Mrs. Kern has taught five of her nine siblings over the past 15 years. Kayla  
explains how Kern forced her to break out of her shell and overcome a debilitating shyness. 
Another theater student of Kern’s, Xavier Mora says, “Theater has helped me to find my 
place and where I’m supposed to belong. It really helped me to talk to people.”

Why �e Fine Arts Ma�er



Jessup passionately mentions, “At these grade levels we do more 
than just play all day. We are embedding a strong music founda-
tion in that play, so that students learn the skills they need to be 
successful beyond my classroom.” Having a Master’s in Special 
Education, Jessup has the added training of being able to work 
with our most fragile students, many of which benefit greatly from 
music therapy. Also, students suffering from depression and anxi-
ety need this creative outlet, especially during a time when they 
are trying to learn coping skills. 

Why �e Fine Arts Ma�er

Any elementary teacher will tell you that working 
with the tiny, rambunctious 3-year-olds and then 
changing gears to teach the more complex and 
independent 10-year-old pre-teens can be a 
challenge. This is no different for our elementary 
music and art teachers in Socorro ISD. 

Andrea Jessup, elementary music teacher for O’Shea Keleher and Benito Martinez elementaries, handles 
the transition from working with Prek to 5th grade students with ease and expertise. Her warm smile, 
infectious laugh and bright eyes are the initial things that draw you in. She emits a presence of kind 
assertiveness. Excited screams from students about it being music time followed by leg hugs let’s you 
know how much they look forward to her class. 

“Music gives students an outlet that they don’t get from anything else and some of my students thrive off 
that. My job is to help them to appreciate music, regardless of whether they choose to pursue it later or 
not,” states Jessup. When visiting her classroom you may hear her singing in Spanish with students or see 
them seated on the floor, learning about pitch by striking boomwhackers, a plastic tubular instrument 
commonly used in elementary music classes, on the ground in unison. 

Jessup began her teaching career, following in the footsteps of many educators in her family. She taught 
band at Rio Bravo Middle School for 4 years, but soon after having her first child, felt drawn to work with 
younger students. She has spent her last 6 years as an elementary music teacher in Socorro ISD. Because 
of her experience with secondary, she knows just how important it is to connect with her feeder pattern 
music directors and promote all their concerts and events to her students. 

Even if this early exposure to the arts doesn’t flourish immediately, 
what students learn at the elementary level may 
blossom into something bold and beautiful later 
on in their lives. At this level, our teachers are 
the hook that makes these young and eager 
students fall in love with fine arts. 





ABOVE &
BEYOND

Congratulations to 
Karina Alvarez & 
Karen Perez for 
graduating with a 
Master’s of Education in 
School Counseling from 
Grand Canyon University 
on October 13th in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Thank you to Tom Haase, theater 
teacher at Americas High School, for 
being a shining example for our SISD 
children. One of his students, Aleisha 
Reyes, nominated him for the Texas 
Thespian Teacher of the Month 
award, which he received for the 
month of October! Congratulations!

Congratulations to Ivan Ortega for creating a 
fun and vibrant mural for Chasers Juice Bar, a 
local healthy juice and smoothie establishment 
in the Northeast. With the help of Karen & 
Elizabeth Ortega, they were able to get it done 
in a matter of two days!



We are proud to announce that Hope Martinez, theater teacher at 
Jane Hambric Middle School, has received the rare honor of having a short film 
that she created featured in numerous film festivals throughout the country. In 
October her film “Adam”, which features a heartwarming story about a girl with 
her beloved dog, was mentioned in the New York Times. It will be shown at the NY 
Dog Film Festival. Congratulations to Mrs. Martinez and Vanessa Keyser, theater 
teacher at Paso Del Norte Fine Arts Academy, who was an actress in the film, as 
well. To see the trailer and learn more about the film, visit: “Adam”

Julian Vidales, art teacher from Pebble Hills High School, worked closely with the Tom Lea 
Institute, to create a video meant to supplement free art curricula and lesson plans for teachers 
throughout the region. The Tom Lea Institute is a nonprofit dedicated to documenting, presenting,
teaching, and exhibiting the works of world-renowned artist and El Paso native, Tom Lea. The 
mural video Julian created is open for all educators to access and can be found HERE.

Thank you to Rosa Gutierrez, theater teacher 
at Montwood High School, for going above and 
beyond! Texas Thespians selected her to receive 
the 2022 Texas Thespians Send a Troupe Grant. 
This grant is applicable to first time state festival 
attendees and helps to fund registration for 6 
participants at this year’s festival. 

The Pebble Hills High 
School National Art 
Honor Society was 
chosen to have one of 
their Día de los Muertos 
altars displayed downtown 
at the El Paso Museum of 
Art! Good job on all your 
hard work!

Matthew Peter, President
matt.peters@texasthespians.org

www.texasthespians.org

!

Texas Thespians | c/o Amy Jordan | 15 Circle Drive | Denison, TX 75021  | www.texasthespians.org

October 5, 2022

Greetings Montwood High School
Attn: Rosa Gutierrez, Troupe Director
rgutie212@sisd.net

Texas Thespians is proud to announce that you have been selected as a 2022 Texas
Thespians Send a Troupe Grant recipient. This grant is applicable to first time State Festival
Attendees.

The grant awards funding for 6 delgate registrations at $175 each. This award shall be 
used for registration only. It cannot be applied toward housing, travel, or competitions.

Award Amount - $1,050.00

To claim your award:
1. Make sure you have registered your troupe for the 2022 State Festival by October 21st,

2022
2. Email amy.jordan@texasthespians.org a list of the delegates who will receive the grant.

We would like to thank you for your continued support of the arts within your community and 
look forward to seeing your success at festival.

Sincerely,

Matthew Peters
President of Texas Thespians
State Festival Director

ABOVE &
BEYOND

https://hopemartinez1104.wixsite.com/adamthefilm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK8z3QzdvgE


The SISD Fine Arts Department believes in the importance of acknowledging 
our teachers and all the hard work they put into teaching. From working 
evenings, weekends, and holidays to instilling confidence, creativity, and 
determination in our SISD students, they always go above and beyond.

Below are three shining examples of such teachers. Congratulations to 
Vanessa Keyser, elementary theater teacher, and Amanda Hunt, 
elementary music teacher, with Paso Del Norte Elementary Fine Arts 
Academy & Cindy Cabada, Orchestra teacher with Eastlake High School, 
for being our September Fine Arts Teachers of the Month!
 
Also, we are proud to announce Julian Vidales, art teacher with 
Pebble Hills High School and Andrea Jessup, elementary music 
teacher with Benito Martinez and O'Shea-Keleher elementaries for our 
October Fine Arts Teachers of the Month!

 SISD Fine Arts Teacher of the Month
September

Cynthia M. Cabada

What made you want to be a Fine Arts music teacher?
I became a Fine Arts teacher because I love music and being a musician. 
The idea that I could provide opportunities for students to discover a 
world of music is what motivates me to teach even today. Fine Arts is 
often thought of as something supplemental, but music education is an 
essential part of our culture and society. We often think of the artistic or 
cultural contribution of the arts, but in our classrooms, we offer them 
opportunities for expression, self-confidence, collaboration, responsibility, 
sense of community and so much more. Music teachers are ambassadors 
of the arts for our students and our community. 
 
Why do you like teaching at the high school level?
I love high school because there are so many events, concerts, and 
performance opportunities available for students. High school orchestra 
students are eager to learn and take on new challenges. My students are 
creative, fun, hard-working, and are always looking for inspiration to 
become better musicians. 
 
Who is your favorite band or musician? 
I am continually inspired by composers, musicians, and performers across 
many genres. My favorite band that I am listening to right now is Hiatus 
Kaiyote. 
 
What is something interesting about yourself that few people know?
In my spare time I am a runner and have run several half-marathons and 
marathons. I play in a rock band called Tribes and perform with the El 
Paso Symphony, Mariachi Feminil Herencia Mexicana, and the Sonitus 
String Quartet.
 
Is there a teacher that inspired you? If so, who and why?
My college professor, Mr. Gibson, played a large role in my life as a 
musician. He taught me to be self-disciplined and showed me that there 
is so much more to being a good musician than just being able to 
perform the music on the page. He showed me how to push past failures 
and adversity and keep pushing towards better versions of myself in music 
and in life.
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 SISD Fine Arts Teacher of the Month
September

Amanda Hunt

What made you want to be a Fine Arts music teacher?
I originally wanted to be a music teacher so I could help students perform at a high level. 
Nine years into my career, I remain a music teacher because of the life skills that students 
learn in the performing arts. I want to live in a world where people value community 
accountability, hold themselves to high standards, and are eager to constantly learn. It is 
a great privilege to help students learn these values.

Why do you like teaching at the elementary level?
I love being able to give students their first musical experiences. Seeing them use music as 
they grow into their own little person is a very special experience. Teaching elementary 
music is a lot of fun as well because I get to explore endless ways to teach a concept. 

Who is your favorite band or musician? 
I don't have a favorite. 

Vanessa Keyser

What made you want to be a Fine Arts theatre teacher?
 I have been passionate about Theatre my entire life. I grew up in the theatre and I truly 
believe it helped shape who I am today. Having the opportunity to instill in elementary 
students the passion for fine arts was too perfect to pass up. Instilling the love of fine arts 
into this age group ensures that we develop well-rounded students.

Why do you like teaching at the elementary level? 
The willingness of the students to jump in and try everything. They are so ready to play 
at this age, and theatre is an excellent way to put that energy and their imaginations to 
use. My absolute favorite part is working with Pre-K. Their energy, smiles, and love make 
my whole day!

Who is your favorite musician or actor/actress? 
I am a HARD-CORE Guns N Roses fan. Meryl Streep is breathtaking to watch and it is 
amazing how seemingly effortless it is for her to play such different characters. 

What is something interesting about yourself that few people know? 
I have ADHD. Mental health is incredibly important to me, and I am always learning 
new ways to better differentiate my instruction to neurodivergent students.

Is there a teacher that inspired you? If so, who and why? 
Vanessa Payan. If you've met her, you know. I had the honor of having her as my 
mentor teacher my first year. The knowledge, experience, passion, and LOVE she brings 
into the classroom is awe-inspiring.

What is something interesting about yourself that few people know?
During quarantine, my husband and I started archery as a hobby. I've competed in several 
events and have done very well. He is ok.

Is there a teacher that inspired you? If so, who and why?
My instructors in the 2009 Troopers Drum and Bugle corps were the people who inspired my 
appreciation for fundamentals and just doing the very basic things at a high level. They pushed 
students from all levels to perform to their full potential. 



 SISD Fine Arts Teacher of the Month
October

Andrea Jessup

What made you want to be a Fine Arts music teacher?
I decided to become a fine arts teacher when I made All-State my senior 
year of high school. I really enjoyed and loved the entire experience. The 
conductor, Anthony Maiello, really inspired me where a light just clicked 
and I thought "I can do that too". Also, my clarinet teacher was an 
inspiration to me as well and always encouraged me to do what I thought 
I would be great at. 

Why do you like teaching at the elementary level?
The kids are so much fun at this level. Since I get to see all the grades it's so 
fun to work with Pre-K all the way through 5th and to see how I get to be a 
small, yet big part of their lives. I get to be the positive music inspiration in 
their lives and that's what makes it fun!

Who is your favorite band or musician? 
Ooo... I don't think I can pick one but lately I've been into Kane Brown.

What is something interesting about yourself that few people know?
I am a huge volleyball fanatic. That's my football on the weekends 😊 
If I had more time I would be on a team!

Is there a teacher that inspired you? If so, who and why?
I had multiple that inspired my teaching career. John Feeny, 
Stephanie Otero, Mark Myers and Arturo Uribe are a few that 
have really helped me get to where I am today. 

Julian Vidales

What made you want to be a Fine Arts visual arts teacher?
I knew I loved Art and I always wanted to give back and inspire
through the opportunities I was blessed with. I wanted to help kids 
that were once in my shoes. 

Why do you like teaching at the high school level?
I enjoy challenging students with complex techniques and concepts.  
It's rewarding to see a student exceed their expectations and learn about
a potential that was always there but dormant. 

Who is your favorite artist?
I'm a fan of Michelangelo, DaVinci, Rembrandt, Van Gogh, Caravaggio, Tom Lea, 
and Luis Jimenez.

What is something interesting about yourself that few people know? 
I'm left-handed, some of my designs have landed in a few video games, 
and I designed the PHHS logo.

Is there a teacher that inspired you? If so, who and why?
Candace Printz - she brought out the best in her students, always pushes herself 
and those around her to strive for more and is a positive light in this world.
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District Administrators
ALL Fine Arts Teachers

Have a performance/event that's not already on our 
district's calendar that you'd like us to know about?

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts
 #2 click on Fine Arts Performance Notification
     #3 click on 2022-2023 Fine Arts Performance Notification

Please submit anything 
you'd like for the Fine Arts 
Department to share and 
help to promote it for you!

Want us to celebrate your program’s 
accomplishments with you? 
Let us know how you did! 

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts
 #2 click on Results Notification
     #3 click on Results Notification 2022-2023 

http://www.sisd.net/FineArts
http://www.sisd.net/FineArts



